Teaching Genetics to Medical Students
Working party of the Committee on Clinical Genetics ofthe Royal College of Physicians, 32 pages, London, £5.00, Royal College of Physicians, 1990 The last few years have seen a rapid expansion in knowledge about genetic factors in disease, and also the introduction of many As well as the case histories, there is a commentary at the end of each chapter which provides guidance on the moral principles involved in the cases.
None of the case histories given are straightforward, either from a medical or a moral perspective. It is fortunate that in practice not all clinical problems pose the same difficulties! There is no doubt that many teachers and students will benefit from having this source of very detailed case descriptions to consider and discuss together. Analysing each history provides insight into ethical principles and demonstrates that in practice there are often complicating factors that have to be taken into consideration, including the uncertainties inherent in both medicine and ethics. The moral principles involved in each case often appear to be conflicting, and make clear the difficulties faced by the practising doctor.
Of great value are the authors' commentaries at the end of each chapter, which analyse the problems and show ways towards the resolution of the ethical dilemmas that are posed in various situations.
This book is a useful addition to the medical ethics literature both because of the well documented and interesting case histories, and for the commentaries which are lucid and informative. Though mainly of use for those either teaching or learning about health care ethics it will also appeal to medical practitioners, nurses and other health care workers interested in good clinical practice.
